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Executive Summary

The project “Efficient Confluent Edge Networks” (ECO-eNET) aims to perform foundational research
on emerging transmission technologies to form a new confluent edge network that combines optical

and radio transport to scale to new levels of efficiency and capacity for 6G networks.

Close cooperation with the 6G-IA and associated SNS-JU programmes and projects will be essential
to ensure that the project outcomes will have impact and support the vision and roadmap of these
organisations.

The document describes the ECO-eNET liaison and cooperation activities related to 6G-IA and the
SNS-JU. As the initial report of what will be annual reports, this document describes the initial steps
taken to establish representation in the associated working groups/teams and plans for the first year.
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Introduction

Deliverable 5.1 on the “Liaison activities with the 6G-IA” describes the initial steps taken to establish
representation and engagement in the 6G-IA and associated SNS-JU eco-system.

The main objective of this deliverable is to bring focus with ECO-eNET on solid engagement with 6G-
IA and the larger SNS JU eco-system, building towards the vision and roadmap of the joint undertaking
to achieve the desired outcomes for 6G and its impacts on society and the environment.

This deliverable consists of the following sections and subsections:
e Section 1 provides a directory of project representation within the 6G-IA and SNS-JU eco-
system, including working group participation.
e Section 2 describes the initial plan of project activities for the first year contributing to the 6G-
IA and SNS-JU programmes.
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1. ECO-eNET Liaison Representatives in 6G-IA/SNS-
JU

1.1. 6G-IA Member Organizations

The following ECO-eNET partners are members of the 6G-IA:

e ACC

e ADVA
e CHAL

e |ASA

e COSM
e TCD

e UB

1.2. Working Group Representatives

SNS Project Managers WG: Paolo Monti, CHAL
Deputy: Sofia Minero, CHAL

SNS Technical Managers WG: Daniel Kilper, TCD
Deputy: Marco Ruffini, TCD

SNS Communications Team: Sofia Minero, CHAL
Deputy: Paolo Monti, CHAL

SNS Architecture WG: Anna Tzanakaki, IASA

SNS Reliable Software Network WG: Simon Pryor, ACC
SNS Vision WG, SNVC SG: loanna Mesogiti, COSM
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2. ECO-eNET 6G-I1A/SNS JU Programme Activities

2.1. Meetings & Events

EUCNC Conference: The ECO-eNET project agreed to team with the 6G-XCEL project to organise a
special session as a panel discussion looking at how the ECO-eNET Al and data research might make
use of the Al framework under development in 6G-XCEL and how the projects might cooperate going
forward. This session will serve as a model for future project-project cooperation formats that can be
used in future EUCNC conferences or other conferences and meetings. The project will also seek to
share booth presence with other projects.

FYUZ Conference: FYUZ is one of the top international conferences on open networking. It is
organised by the Telecom Infra Project in cooperation with other open networking initiatives such as
the Open Grid Alliance and O-RAN Alliance. In 2024, it will be in Dublin, Ireland, and Trinity College
Dublin is a partner in the local organisation. The ECO-eNET partners agreed to propose the
organisation of several SNS-related events, including: 1) a speaking slot or panel for a representative
from the 6G-IA/SNS programme; 2) a workshop on open and multi-tenant optical spectrum services; 3)
a demo on optical fibre sensing; 4) individual participation on related panels by project partners.

5G Techritory Forum: The project will liaise with the organisers to explore ways we might participate.

Future Networks World Forum: The ECO-eNET partners will propose a symposium or panel session
on a topic related to ECO-eNET and the 6G-1A/SNS JU.

OFC and ECOC: Although too late for the 2024 programmes in each of the top international
conferences on optical communications, the ECO-eNET partners who are involved in the respective
organising committees will seek to introduce workshops, panels, and other programming related to
ECO-eNET and the 6G-IA/SNS JU for inclusion in the 2025 programmes.

2.2. Reports, Whitepapers, Publications and Other Contributions

SNS Annual Journal: An overview of the ECO-eNET project was contributed to the SNS Annual Journal.
Paolo Monti will present ECO-eNET on the SNS JU Webinar on 7 March 2024.

ECO-eNET project introduction and overview paper: a submission describing the ECO-eNET project
and vision was submitted to the EUCNC conference.

Confluent Networking paper: A paper motivating, presenting and providing initial analysis on the
confluent networking concept will be prepared for submission to either Communications Magazine or
Networks Magazine.

The ECO-eNET team has begun liaising with the 6G ICE project to prepare a project introduction and
other means of communicating with SNS projects and participants.
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Conclusions

This initial report provides a directory of the ECO-eNET partners participating in 6G-l1A and SNS JU
working groups. It also describes the initial activities planned to support the 6G-1A and SNS JU roadmap
and vision. Moving forward, this deliverable reported annually will help to focus project contributions
and activities in this regard. Each year, the project will seek to have a rich collection of activities to
report on.



